Haugesund, Norway

ot many people have heard of

Haugesund, and even fewer

bother to visit. According to The

Rough Guide to Norway, there is

“no particular reason” to go to
this former fishing town, which has become a
hub for companies servicing Norway’s oil
and gas industry.

That is more than a little unfair. Haugesund
is a lively town (population 31,000) with
thriving annual film and jazz festivals that
make it the place to be during the summer
months. The likes of Pierce Brosnan, Roger
Moore and Liv Ullmann — perhaps Norway’s
greatest film star — are regular visitors.

There are good restaurants, comfortable
hotels (most with wifi connections), lots
of cafés and bars, and a pretty promenade
overlooking the Karmsundet waterway —a
passage that provided important shelter in years
gone by for both herring fishermen and the
Vikings. This part of southwest Norway was
a key strategic point for the Vikings as it was
one of the furthest points west from which to
launch missions across the North Sea. Oslo is
just over 200 miles to the east.

It also has daily Ryanair flights, which began
in April 2003 and are opening up Haugesund
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augesund is more thanjust a hub for the oil and gas industry. Since Ryanair flights began serving
this Norwegian town, the world is waking up to its other natural assets, says Tom Chesshyre

to leisure and business travellers, starting at
£29 return. Peter Sherrard, Ryanair’s head of
communications, said the airline picked the
route because Haugesund Airport came to
them: “They were keen to have international
flights. The route provides a year-round
international connection between London and
Western Norway and the fjords.”

Already Ryanair carries 90,000 people a year.
Many are business people working in Stavanger,
about 45 miles to the south. Another draw is
Bergen, a city with a Unesco World Heritage

historic centre and a population of 212,000,
located 60 miles to the north. Nick Terdre,

a British journalist specialising in oil and

gas reporting based in Stavanger, says locals
in both Stavanger and Bergen regularly now
fly from Haugesund to the UK. “If it's only
costing £40, or something like that, you can’t
complain,” he adds.

Hotel choices are plentiful. The Clarion
Collection Hotel Amanda (£67 for a double)
in the centre of town is the number one choice
with film directors visiting the annual festival.
It has stylish rooms, a good restaurant, wifi
(£8 for four hours) and the latest film posters
decorating the hallways. The Rica Maritim
(£84 for a double) is where most of the stars,
including Brosnan, stay during the festival. It
is also on the waterfront, with free wifi and a
statue of Marilyn Monroe outside. Monroes
tather came from a village called Skjold, about
15 miles away. He emigrated to America but
abandoned his family and died in a motorcycle
accident before seeing his daughter, who was
born Norma Jean Mortensen (Mortensen was
his surname). There is also a Radisson SAS
(doubles £67) just outside the town centre,
with free wifi, a swimming pool and late-night
entertainment at the weekends.
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